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Veteran group  
ready to shine after 

years in scheme

By Anthony Richards

The offense for the Ponte Vedra Sharks 
has the potential to really make some 
noise and be the best offense head coach 
Steve Price has had since taking over 
three years ago.

There are many reasons why this has 
the chance to be the case, but at the top 
of the list is the return of quarterback 
Ben Burk, who is a senior and is entering 
his third year in the system as the starting 
signal caller.

Not only does Burk look more com-
fortable and in command than he ever 
has, but he presents a dual-threat capabil-
ity to hurt defenses from in the pocket 
by completing passes down the field or 
picking up yards of designed run plays.

It also helps that he will have plenty of 
help around him, from a solid offensive 
line to a powerful rushing attack and an 
assortment of receiving options to target.

A couple of those receiving options 
include deep threat Ryan Smith, whose 
speed allows him to break free of the 
secondary and junior tight end Landon 
Okla.

At 6 feet 2 inches tall, Okla offers a 
large target for Burk to aim for, as he 
uses his combination of speed and size 
to prevent matchup problems on a nearly 
weekly basis.

Senior Cole Madison is also part of the 
veteran-laden receiving corps and pres-
ents another sure-handed option for Burk 
and the Sharks’ coaching staff, while 
fellow senior Griffin Owen is making the 
transition from the backfield to receiver.

“We just need to work a little more 

on our timing and getting that perfect 
depth on our routes,” Owen said. “We’re 
loaded with talent, but now we just need 
to execute.”

At the end of the day, the Sharks’ 
identity in recent years has been to look 
to establish the run in order to ensure a 
balanced offensive attack.

The pieces are once again in place to 
do just that and lean on their running 
game at times during games if they need 
to, thanks to not only a strong group of 

backs, but also a powerful offensive line 
that should be able to open plenty of 
holes to run through.

“I’m really tight with our o-line and 
we even hang out on the weekend,” Case 
said. “I really appreciate all the work 
they put in and all that they do.”

One of the most talked about players 
heading into the 2023 season is senior 
center Jake Guarnera, who is a Univer-
sity of Michigan commit.

Guarnera played offensive tackle in re-
cent years but makes the switch to center 
for this season to help the team fill a hole 
there and solidify the middle of the line.

Looking to take advantage of the run-
ning lanes created by the offensive front 
is a backfield led by junior Brian Case, 
who is a hard-nosed runner between the 
tackles and has shown good hands in the 
screen game as well.

“We’ve got a really good running back 
room,” Case said.

Case enjoys the more carries he gets in 
a game, as he tends to build a rhythm as 
the game goes on and the ball gets placed 
in his hands more.

“My favorite play is inside zone, be-
cause I like running inside and between 
the tackles because that’s where I can 
really do my thing,” Case said.

Case and Burk will pose a dangerous 
duo in the backfield this season for the 
Sharks, as a result.
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Ponte Vedra offensive preview
Photos by Anthony Richards

Senior quarterback Ben Burk’s vision as a runner presents the Sharks’ offense with dual-threat capability.

The Sharks’ offensive line will look to help pave the way to a productive season, with Michigan 
commit Jake Guarnera (No. 53) leading the way at center.
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PONTE VEDRA SHARKS

DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm @Florida State University High School
Sep. 15 7:00 pm Middleburg
Sep. 22 7:00 pm @Menendez (St. Augustine)
Sep. 29 7:00 pm @Flagler Palm Coast
Oct. 6 7:00 pm Bishop Kenny
Oct. 13 7:00 pm Tocoi Creek
Oct. 20 7:00 pm @Orange Park
Oct. 27 7:00 pm Nease
Nov. 3 7:00 pm @Creekside

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE

Celebrate Your Smile
(like no one is watching)

436 Jacksonville Drive 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

and
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A 

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 (904) 270-8750 |  beachesbraces.com

GO TEAM!

(904) 584-4210
www.CenterForNeuroFitness.info

15 Years Experience, Board Certified
FLNeurotherapy@aol.com

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

Good Luck Sharks!

Palencia
701 Market St., Ste. 115,
St. Augustine 

In St. Augustine 
2180 A1A South,  
St. Augustine

Your EEG Neurofeedback
Specialists

Non-med therapy helps those 
struggling with ADHD, Anxiety Disorders, 

Migraines, Memory Issues, 
Concussion Recovery and more.  

 
Used by Corporate CEO’s and  

elite Athletes around the world!
We also offer EEG brain maps!

SCAN ME

 

The place
to watch 
your favorite  
Football Team!

150 Valley Cir.
Ponte Vedra, Fl

904-500-WING (9464)

SMALL GROUP
TRAINING
Personal Training is 
better with friends!

Text 
904-504-9894
if you are interested or visit
getmomentumfit.com

         omfort System Specialists!

Our Family Serving Yours!
If you are looking for experienced HVAC system 

repair and installation experts in Northeast 
Florida, you have come to the right place.

904.230.7840 • service@creeksair.com • 51 Hudson Way, Suite 1, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Serving St. John’s, Duval and  Clay Counties, and surrounding areas.

S E E  O U R  M O N T H LY  S P E C I A L S  AT

CREEKSAIR.COM

License #: CMC1249868

SPONSORED BY
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the link is Ponte Vedra'sthe link is Ponte Vedra's  

Elevate Game Day Experience and unite colleagues, friends, and clients.

425 Town Plaza Ave, Ponte Vedra, 32081
White building next to Publix in Nocatee Town Center

www.thelink.zone | 904 299 3671 | sales@thelink.zone

Scan this code to host
your watch partyYou can’t replicate in

a sports bar or home.
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NEASE PANTHERS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm Creekside
Sep. 8 7:30 pm @Ridge Community
Sep. 15 6:00 pm @Fletcher
Sep. 22 7:00 pm Orange Park
Sep. 29 6:30 pm @Sandalwood
Oct. 6 7:00 pm St. Augustine
Oct. 13 7:00 pm Flagler Palm Coast
Oct. 27 7:00 pm @Ponte Vedra
Nov. 3 7:00 pm Tocoi Creek

Celebrate Your Smile
(like no one is watching)

436 Jacksonville Drive 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

and
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A 

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 (904) 270-8750 |  beachesbraces.com

GO TEAM!

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/28/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet 
paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership 
category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional 
information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior 
to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all 
commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. 
All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Call or visit your local 
financial advisor today.

360 Town Plaza Ave Suite 310
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081
904-829-0026

Jamie Hartfield, CFP®, CRPC™
Financial Advisor

 
 

Non-med therapy helps those 
struggling with ADHD, Anxiety Disorders, 

Migraines, Memory Issues, 
Concussion Recovery and more.  

 
Used by Corporate CEO’s and  

elite Athletes around the world!
We also offer EEG brain maps!

(904) 584-4210
www.CenterForNeuroFitness.info

15 Years Experience, Board Certified
FLNeurotherapy@aol.com

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

Good Luck Panthers!

Palencia
701 Market St., Ste. 115,
St. Augustine 

In St. Augustine 
2180 A1A South,  
St. Augustine

Your EEG Neurofeedback
Specialists

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com

 

1807 3rd Street North 
Jacksonville Beach

 

Accepting New Patients
 General Dermatology 

Skin Cancer Surgery • SRT
Aesthetician Services

Cosmetics • Injectables
 
 

Largest Selection of Lasers
in Northeast Florida

 

THE

2023
2023

of Ponte Vedra

of Ponte Vedra

(904)285-9940
pontevedramovers@bellsouth.net 

www.pontevedrafloridamovers.com

Complete Pack & Move Service

GO PANTHERS!

SPONSORED BY
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BARTRAM TRAIL BEARS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm Seabreeze
Sep. 8 7:00 pm Mainland
Sep. 22 7:00 pm @St. Augustine
Sep. 29 7:30 pm @Fleming Island
Oct. 6 7:00 pm IMG Academy
Oct. 13 7:00 pm Creekside
Oct. 19 7:00 pm @Buchholz
Oct. 27 7:00 pm Oakleaf
Nov. 3 6:30 pm @Mandarin

436 Jacksonville Drive • Jacksonville Beach 
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A • Ponte Vedra

(904) 270-8750
www. beachesbraces.com

Celebrate Your Smile!

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 

ORTHODONTIC
HEALTH MONTH

Let’s get social!

“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on 
contests, advertising 

specials, and real-time 
news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to 

exclusive content you can’t 
find anywhere else!

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com

 

1807 3rd Street North 
Jacksonville Beach

 

Accepting New Patients
 General Dermatology 

Skin Cancer Surgery • SRT
Aesthetician Services

Cosmetics • Injectables
 
 

Largest Selection of Lasers
in Northeast Florida
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2013: When Tiger 
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Garcia for the win
Garcia for the win

LOOKINGLOOKING  

BACKBACK

TOUR TOUR LOYALLOYAL
Rory, Justin, Jon and 

Tiger are sticking with 

The PGA TOUR

Tournament Guide
Tournament Guide

MARCH 2, 2023
INSIDER’SINSIDER’S

THE

Amelia Island  • Jacksonville  •  The Beaches  •  St. Augustine

LIVING HERE
Your complete guide to living in and visiting Northeast Florida

on the First Coaston the First Coast20
22

-2
3

People and Businesses to know in Northeast Florida

LOCALS

2023

AND MUCH MORE
AND MUCH MORE

FEATURING
FEATURINGFALL ARTS PREVIEW
FALL ARTS PREVIEW+

WINE & DINE ON 
WINE & DINE ON THE FIRST COAST
THE FIRST COAST

BACK TO SCHOOL
BACK TO SCHOOL

registerFIRST ON THE FIRST COAST

thethe

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2023

YEARS OFthe register

The Recorder, Your Source for Community News!

To subscribe or advertise, call (904) 285-8831
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!

SPONSORED BY
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BEACHSIDE BARRACUDAS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm @Fernandina Beach 
Sep. 8 7:00 pm @Menendez
Sep. 15 7:00 pm Sebastian River
Sep. 22 7:00 pm Ridgeview
Sep. 29 7:00 pm @Hollis Christian Academy
Oct. 13 6:30 pm @Paxon School For 
  Advanced Studies
Oct. 20 7:00 pm @Crescent City
Oct. 27 7:00 pm North Florida 
  Educational Institute
Nov. 3 7:00 pm Providence School

Alissa Williams
REALTOR®

912.660.7041
youragental issa@gmail .com

WWW.ALISSAYOURAGENT.COM

YOUR COASTAL
FLORIDA |  GEORGIA  REALTOR

@YOURAGENTALISSA

(904) 584-4210
www.CenterForNeuroFitness.info

15 Years Experience, Board Certified
FLNeurotherapy@aol.com

Call for your FREE Initial Consultation

Good Luck Barracudas!

Palencia
701 Market St., Ste. 115,
St. Augustine 

In St. Augustine 
2180 A1A South,  
St. Augustine

Your EEG Neurofeedback
Specialists

Non-med therapy helps those 
struggling with ADHD, Anxiety Disorders, 

Migraines, Memory Issues, 
Concussion Recovery and more.  

 
Used by Corporate CEO’s and  

elite Athletes around the world!
We also offer EEG brain maps!

World Golf

We Make Coding Fun

Celebrate Your Smile
(like no one is watching)

436 Jacksonville Drive 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

and
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A 

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 (904) 270-8750 |  beachesbraces.com

GO TEAM!

SPONSORED BY
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CREEKSIDE KNIGHTS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm @Nease
Sep. 15 7:30 pm @Buchholz
Sep. 22 7:00 pm Mandarin
Sep. 29 7:00 pm Oakleaf
Oct. 13 7:00 pm @Bartram Trail
Oct. 20 7:00 pm Fleming Island
Oct. 26 6:30 pm @Atlantic Coast
Nov. 3 7:00 pm Ponte Vedra

436 Jacksonville Drive • Jacksonville Beach 
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A • Ponte Vedra

(904) 270-8750
www. beachesbraces.com

Celebrate Your Smile!

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 

ORTHODONTIC
HEALTH MONTH

The Recorder, Your Source
for Community News!

SERVING PONTE VEDRA & THE BEACHES SINCE 1969

To subscribe or advertise, call

(904) 285-8831
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County
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2023 4 x 3” ad

August 24 - 30, 2023

1 x 7” ad

PONTE VEDRA

Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder

EXTRA!
entertainment

“You Are So Not Invited to My Bat Mitzvah”

The leap 
from YA

Samantha 
Lorraine and 

Sunny Sandler 
in “You Are 

So Not Invited 
to My Bat 
Mitzvah”

THE

Back Pain 
 Neck Pain
Nerve Pain
Sciatica

Numbness
Post Surgery

Chronic Knee PainOsteoarthritis
ACL Injuries

Meniscus Tears
Failed Surgery
Previous Injury
Muscle StrainMuscle Strain

Pain Reduction

1400 Marsh Landing Pkwy #107Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

AVOID BACK & KNEE SURGERY

FOR YOUR FREECONSULTATION

PonteVedraDiscCenter.com

904.644.DISC 

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com

 

1807 3rd Street North 
Jacksonville Beach

 

Accepting New Patients
 General Dermatology 

Skin Cancer Surgery • SRT
Aesthetician Services

Cosmetics • Injectables
 
 

Largest Selection of Lasers
in Northeast Florida

 

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and real-time 
news in Ponte Vedra. Our fans get 

access to exclusive content you can’t 
find anywhere else!

SPONSORED BY
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2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm @Chiles
Sep. 8 6:30 pm Andrew Jackson
Sep. 15 6:00 pm Nease
Sep. 22 6:30 pm Sandalwood
Sep. 29 6:30 pm @Parker
Oct. 6 6:30 pm ED White
Oct. 13 6:30 pm Englewood
Oct. 26 6:30 pm First Coast
Nov. 3 6:00 pm Atlantic Coast

(904) 246-4442 | 4728 Ocean St, Jacksonville, FL 32233 | www.singletonsseafood.com

SINGLETON’S
SEAFOOD SHACK

ATLANTIC BEACH, FL

LET’S GO FLETCHER!LET’S GO FLETCHER!

436 Jacksonville Drive • Jacksonville Beach 
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A • Ponte Vedra

(904) 270-8750
www. beachesbraces.com

Celebrate Your Smile!

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 

ORTHODONTIC
HEALTH MONTH
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SCAN ME

Call Today for a Free Consultation

(904) 746-3967
3970 3rd Street South, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

(In the Home Depot Shopping Center)

Our services include:
IV Drips 

NAD+
Cryotherapy

Infrared Sauna
Mild Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 

(mHbOT)
Compression Therapy

Red Light Therapy
HydraFacial 

Cryoskin Slimming & Toning

FLETCHER SENATORS

SPONSORED BY

Melissa Scott Gann 
Broker Associate

2320 3rd Street, Suite 11 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904-881-6124

MelissaGann.realtor

GO SENATORS!

Results that 
move you!
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Panthers look to  
beat opponents in a 

variety of ways 

By Anthony Richards

The biggest question surrounding the 
Nease offense heading into the season 
pertains to the starting quarterback spot 
and who will fill the vacancy left with 
the graduation of two-year starter Marcus 
Stokes, who is now playing college ball 
at the University of West Florida.

That question remained a constant fac-
tor throughout the spring and fall practice 
and head coach Collin Drafts has given 
the nod to junior Nate Harry heading into 
the season.

“Coach Drafts is a great coach and 
he’s taught me everything I know,” Harry 
said. “I’m just excited to get out there 
and make the most of this chance that I 
have.”

Harry beat out senior Zach Buttacavoli 
for the starting spot and showed signs of 
his potential during the kickoff classic 
against Menendez.

He looked comfortable operating the 
offense in his first competitive snaps 
since gaining the role and made some 
plays both with his arm and with his legs.

One of the things that helps Harry as 

a first-time starter is the weapons he will 
have surrounding him this season.

And it starts with senior running back 
Cam Smith, who will be the guy primar-
ily lining up with Harry in the backfield.

Smith has game-breaking ability and 
has a combination of vision and explo-
siveness to find the hole along the line 
of scrimmage and then use his speed to 
make things happen at the next level of 
the defense.

Smith’s playing time increased as 

the year progressed a season ago due to 
injuries to other members of the back-
field and he took full advantage of his 
opportunity.

“In our offense, it doesn’t matter who 
gets the balls, as long as we’re driving 
the ball down the field, and I just want to 
help with that,” Smith said.

He enters his senior season as the top 
option at running back and will look to 
be someone the Panthers can lean on, as 
well as a reliable offensive line led by 

senior Demarco Blackmon.
“There’s been a lot of competition this 

offseason,” Blackmon said. “At the end 
of the day, iron sharpens iron. As seniors, 
we know we’ve got to step up and be the 
leaders this year.”

The Panthers’ strong rushing attack is 
something defensive coordinators will 
have to adjust for, which means opening 
possibilities for big plays in the passing 
game.

The receiving corps is deep for the 
Panthers with several options, and it 
will be fun to see how the Nease coach-
ing staff incorporates them all into the 
scheme on a weekly basis.

Leading the way is junior Maddox 
Spencer, who shined in the kickoff clas-
sic and looks to already have developed 
quite the rapport with Harry in the early 
going.

“Maddox is like my best friend off 
the field, but I’m super close with all of 
the receivers,” Harry said. “It definitely 
makes a difference out there.”

Spencer has proven a knack for finding 
the holes in the secondary and has sure 
hands to go with his quickness.

“We’ve been very strong in the weight 
room this offseason, because that’s 
always a big thing for us,” Smith said. 
“The work you put in there will show 
up on the field. It’s all about having high 
energy in everything that we do.”

Nease offensive preview
Photos by Anthony Richards

Senior running back Cam Smith has the ability to break free for a long run every time he touches the football.

Maddox Spencer (No. 14) will be a major threat in the passing game for the Panthers this 
season.
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PROVIDENCE SCHOOL 
STALLIONS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 1 7:00 pm Interlachen
Sep. 8 7:00 pm Wolfson
Sep. 15 7:00 pm North Florida Educational 
  Institute
Sep 22 7:00 pm @Christ’s Church Academy
Sep. 29 7:30 pm @University Christian
Oct. 5 7:00 pm Hilliard
Oct. 13 7:00 pm Master’s Academy
Oct. 27 7:30 pm Trinity Christian Academy
Nov. 3 7:00 pm @Beachside

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF PROVIDENCE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

(904) 479-3389(904) 479-3389
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216

www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

LET THE KING OF PRICE GET YOU TO THE GAME IN STYLE

Our services include:
IV Drips

NAD+
Cryotherapy

Infrared Sauna
Mild Hyperbaric Oxygen 

Therapy (mHbOT)
Compression Therapy

Red Light Therapy
HydraFacial 

Cryoskin Slimming & Toning

(904) 746-3967
3970 3rd Street South

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
(In the Home Depot Shopping Center)

Call Today for a 
Free Consultation

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com

 

1807 3rd Street North 
Jacksonville Beach

 

Accepting New Patients
 General Dermatology 

Skin Cancer Surgery • SRT
Aesthetician Services

Cosmetics • Injectables
 
 

Largest Selection of Lasers
in Northeast Florida

 

436 Jacksonville Drive • Jacksonville Beach 
190 Marketside Ave., Suite A • Ponte Vedra

(904) 270-8750
www. beachesbraces.com

Celebrate Your Smile!

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 

ORTHODONTIC
HEALTH MONTH

COMMITMENT TO QUALITY WITH ACOMMITMENT TO QUALITY WITH A   personal touchpersonal touch

YOU CAN TRUST US TO NOTYOU CAN TRUST US TO NOT

CLOSING THE SALE OF YOUR NEXT HOME OR COMMERCIAL PROPERTYCLOSING THE SALE OF YOUR NEXT HOME OR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

FumbleFumble

SPONSORED BY
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JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 10 1:00 pm @Indianapolis Colts
Sep. 17 1:00 pm Kansas City Chiefs
Sep. 24 1:00 pm Houston Texans
Oct. 1 9:30 am Atlanta Falcons
Oct. 8 9:30 am @Buffalo Bills
Oct. 15 1:00 pm Indianapolis Colts
Oct. 19 8:15 pm @New Orleans Saints
Oct. 29 1:00 pm @Pittsburgh Steelers
Nov. 12 1:00 pm San Francisco 49ers
Nov. 19 1:00 pm Tennessee Titans
Nov. 26 1:00 pm @Houston Texans
Dec. 4 8:15 pm Cincinnati Bengals
Dec. 10 1:00 pm @Cleveland Browns
Dec. 17 8:20 pm Baltimore Ravens
Dec. 24 4:05 pm @ Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Dec. 31 1:00 pm Carolina Panthers
Jan. 7 TBD @Tennessee Titans

PROUD PARTNER OF
THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS
FIELDSAUTO.COM

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com

 

1807 3rd Street North 
Jacksonville Beach

 

Accepting New Patients
 General Dermatology 

Skin Cancer Surgery • SRT
Aesthetician Services

Cosmetics • Injectables
 
 

Largest Selection of Lasers
in Northeast Florida

 

SCAN ME

Jacksonville Business Journal’s  
2020 #3 in Northeast Florida Residential Realtor 

FIVE STAR “Best in Client  
Satisfaction” Award 2005-2023

Ponte Vedra Recorder’s 
 “BEST OF THE BEST” for 5 years running!

 

The place
to watch 
your favorite  
Football Team!

150 Valley Cir.
Ponte Vedra, Fl

904-500-WING (9464)

Alissa Williams
REALTOR®

912 .660 .7041
youragenta l i ssa@gmai l . com

WWW.ALISSAYOURAGENT.COM
YOUR COASTAL  FLORIDA |  GEORGIA  REALTOR@YOURAGENTALISSA

If you know someone who 
needs to buy or sell, I 

would love your referral!

SPONSORED BY



Tradition of stingy  
defenses continues 

with Sharks

By Anthony Richards

Making life difficult has become a 
staple of the Ponte Vedra High defense 
in recent years and this year’s crop 
looks to keep it going.

The last couple of classes were able 
to create a tradition of stingy defenses 
and the current players were either 
a part of those squads or have been 
around the program and are fully aware 
of what the expectation for the unit is.

“Our goal every year is just to be 
the best defense in the state,” Senior 
linebacker Maddux Babin said.

The expectations can be lofty and 
provide pressure at times, but the squad 
embraces that pressure and expects 
nothing left from themselves as well.

One of the key members patrolling 
the back end of the Sharks’ defense in 
the secondary is senior cornerback Joe 
Mahoney, who continues to progress 
with each year and has reached the 
point where he is one of the best cover 
men on the First Coast. 

He has a knack for keeping pace and 
staying stride for stride with receivers 
down the field, and seemingly always 
being in the right position to make a 
play on the ball in the air.

He rarely seems to get rattled by 
a game’s situation, which is such a 
valuable trait to have, especially as a 
defensive back with the mindset needed 
to have success at that position.

Regardless of the various top receiv-
ers the Sharks face this season, they can 
feel confident that they will have the 
ability to hold their own against them 
knowing Mahoney is in coverage.

The Sharks have had to replace lead-
ers at linebacker the past couple of sea-
sons with Luke Pirris and Trooper Price 

graduating in their respective years.
However, the Sharks are poised to 

have their next linebacker leader step 
up this season in the form of Babin, 
who presents an attaching style similar 
to the previous two.

“I’ve really worked on my speed, 
strength and agility every day in the 
summer, and I can see now where that’s 
really paying off,” Babin said.

It is a family affair for the Sharks, as 
his younger brother Talan Babin is a 
sophomore and a member of the line-
backing corps.

Up front for the Sharks is Nicholas 
Grieco, who enters his senior season as 
a force to be reckoned with along the 
interior of the defensive line.

“We just need to keep improving on 
the little things, and just keep contain-
ing on our gaps,” Grieco said.

He moved from primarily nose tackle 
a year ago to playing a three-technique, 
which is where he positions himself 
wider down the line so that he is lined 
up with the outside shoulder of the 
guard instead of with the center.

The transition has made it a busy but 
productive offseason for him.

“I’ve really been working on getting 
better with my first step so that I can 
really explode into the guard,” Grieco 

said. “It’s all about staying lower and 
that takes place with a good first step.”

The brotherhood of the Sharks’ 
defense is one of the aspects Grieco has 
enjoyed the most during his time as a 
member of the program.

“We’ve been together for a long 
time now, so we’ve really had time to 
develop together,” Grieco said. “We’re 
all out here just helping each other, 
and as a result, we get better as a team. 
It’s scary to know it’s my last year, but 
we’re all just ready to make the most 
of it.”
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Ponte Vedra defensive preview

Photos by Anthony Richards
The Ponte Vedra student section roots on their defense.

Senior Joe Mahoney has established a reputation as one of the best defensive backs on the 
First Coast.
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FLORIDA GATORS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Aug. 31 8:00 pm @Utah
Sep. 9 7:30 pm McNeese
Sep. 16 7:00 pm Tennessee
Sep. 23 7:00 pm Charlotte
Sep. 30 TBA @Kentucky
Oct. 7 TBA Vanderbilt
Oct. 14 TBA @South Carolina
Oct. 28 3:30 pm Georgia (Jacksonville, FL)
Nov. 4 TBA Arkansas
Nov. 11 TBA @LSU
Nov. 18 TBA @Missouri
Nov. 25 TBA Florida State

CALL TO SCHEDULE

 904-400-7772
www.pentelmd.com
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Jacksonville Beach
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Panthers are all  
grown up, ready for 

bounce back

By Anthony Richards

Look for the Nease Panthers to be 
much improved on the defensive of the 
ball this season, as they have the poten-
tial for a big bounce back campaign after 
a disappointing season a year ago.

Disappointing is exactly what it felt 
like for many Panthers’ defenders who 
know firsthand how tough it was and 
are happy to see the light at the end of 
the tunnel, because they believe there 
is more potential there and that last 
year does not live up to the standard of 
defense at Nease and what they expect 
of themselves.

However, one thing to remember is 
that the talent has always been there, 
but in many ways last year was a perfect 
storm of both a bevy of young play-
ers everywhere on the field and a new 
defensive coordinator.

Well do not look now, but those play-
ers are now having a year of experience 
under their belt and are not having to 
learn a new coach this time around.

“Everything was just really new last 
year, but we’ve just been learning more 
and more every day and another offsea-
son has just been so helpful in learning 
the defense,” McClafferty said.

The result is a defense that looks so 
much more in control and the playmak-
ing ability for that entire side of the ball 
has escalated because of it.

For the Panthers, it starts up front 
with a powerful and athletic front that 
does a nice job of getting penetration 
into an opponent’s backfield or collaps-
ing the pocket do their quarterback does 
not have time to let the receiving routes 
develop. 

Helping lead the way are a trio of 
seniors, Noah Hellyer, Morris Halyard 
and Logan Terry.

Terry handles a lot of defensive 
tackle duties and occupies the space in 
the middle of the line with the goal of 
creating interior push and standing tall 
against the run.

“We’ve been focusing on a lot of team 
bonding and just trying to make those 
connections happen, and now we just 
want to come out and give our best and 
show that it’s all been worth it,” Hellyer 

said. 
The linebacking corps for the Panthers 

has some young talent within it, high-
lighted by sophomores Noah Hodge and 
Jacob Curry.

One of the signs of Curry’s athleti-
cism is that he is one of the return men 
back to receive kickoffs for the Panthers, 
which is not a usual duty performed by a 
linebacker.

It just shows his versatility, and that if 
needed he could play both sides of the 
ball, but at the moment he is starting to 
really showcase himself as a talented 
linebacker.

Providing a veteran presence in the 
linebacking corps is seniors T.J. Noel 
and Adriann Reyes.

The last line of defense for the Pan-
thers is its secondary, which appears to 
be a strength on the team heading into 
the season.

Senior safety Cade Papineau patrols 
the back end and has a knack for reading 
the quarterbacks eyes and breaking on to 
the pass if thrown in his area. His patrol 
back there provides a nice safety net for 
the Panthers to prevent big plays from 
happening.

Junior Elisha Luckett and senior Can-
on McClafferty are a pair of defensive 
backs that can keep pace and stay on the 
hips of receivers during routes, which 
can make completing passes difficult.  

“It’s going to be different this year,” 
McClafferty said.

Nease defensive preview

Photos by Anthony Richards
Flying to the ball is the name of the game for the Panthers, including for seniors Cade Papineau (No. 2), Canon McClafferty (No. 17) and Adriann 
Reyes (No, 7).

Noah Hellyer is a relentless defender coming off the edge for the Panthers.
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FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 3 7:30 pm LSU (Orlando, FL)
Sep. 9 8:30 pm Southern Miss
Sep. 16 12:00 pm @Boston College
Sep. 23 TBA @Clemson
Oct. 7 TBA Virginia Tech
Oct. 14 TBA Syracuse
Oct. 21 TBA Duke
Oct. 28 TBA @Wake Forest
Nov. 4 TBA @Pitt
Nov. 11 TBA Miami
Nov. 18 TBA North Alabama
Nov. 25 TBA @Florida
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By Anthony Richards

St. Johns County has a lot of football 
talent at the schools in the area, and 
there are big things heading into the 
2023 season for several teams.

Beachside High School’s second sea-
son is underway and there is enthusiasm 
in the air after the Barracudas finished 
with a winning record of 6-4 in their 
inaugural season.

Winning is something people gravitate 
to and there is a good vibe that the Bar-
racudas can replicate that success this 
year.

One thing the Barracudas did not 
struggle to do last year was move the 
ball, and at times even looked to do it 
with ease, as they averaged 37.3 points 
per game and proved fun to watch.

The offense appears to have what it 
takes returning to have another spec-
tacular year both through the air and on 
the ground, and they got off to the right 
foot scoring 35 points in week 1 against 
Tocoi Creek, despite losing the contest 
38-35.

A couple of the main weapons fuel-
ing the offensive side of the ball for the 
Barracudas is senior wide receiver Bryce 
Gee, whose 6-foot-3-inch frame makes 
him a matchup nightmare and a perfect 
suspect for jump balls, especially in the 
red zone.

And adding yet another dimension 
to the offense is fellow senior Cohen 
Beebe, who is the opposite in terms of 
size compared to Gee, but lightning 
quick and a hard man to tackle in the 
open field.

It may only be still the early stages of 
year two, but head coach Pete Duffy has 
some things cooking in the Beachside 
football program.

For Bartram Trail, it has more than 
a decade since they last had a losing 
season, and this year will be perhaps 
the most uncertainty they’ve had in a 
long time, at least when it comes to the 
sideline.

That is what happens when a legend-
ary coach retires as Darrell Sutherland 
did following last season.

Now, Cory Johns takes over the pro-
gram that Sutherland helped establish 
into a power across the state.

That may sound like some big shoes 
to fill, but Johns does have the help of 
having some extremely talented players 
to coach in his first year on the job.

It all starts on offense with senior 
Riley Trujillo, who is a verbal commit-
ment to UCF, and knows how to use 
his tall frame to impose his will on a 
defense with his strong arm and dynamic 
mobility.

No play is ever over when Trujillo is 
taking snaps because he has no issues 
with breaking out of the pocket and 
making plays happen.

Senior running back Laython Biddle 
offers a nice compliment for Trujillo, as 
Biddle is not shy about sticking his nose 
into the pile and fighting for the yards he 
needs for the first down.

The Bears main rival Creekside also 
has high expectations heading into the 
season, and looks to build on the 9-3 
record they finished with last year.

One thing about last year’s squad 
is that although they won a bunch of 
games, they found themselves in a lot of 
high-scoring affairs.

Although the offense proved that 
they could hold their own and come out 
ahead on most occasions, the goal is for 
the defense to take the next step in 2023 
and not allow as many points.

Junior quarterback Harrison Miller 
will run the show once again for the 
Knights, after he threw for 1,773 yards 
and 20 touchdowns as a sophomore.

It should be fun to watch Miller and 
the offense continue to grow together 
even more in the next couple of years.

Barracudas, Bears, Knights look 
to maintain winning formulas

Photos by Anthony Richards
Bryce Gee of Beachside will be a tough matchup for opposing secondary’s during his senior season.

Senior Riley Trujillo returns at quarterback for Bartram Trail for the 2023 season.
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GEORGIA BULLDOGS

2023 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
DATE TIME OPPONENT/LOCATION
Sep. 2 6:00 pm UT Martin
Sep. 9 12:00 pm Ball State
Sep. 16 3:30 pm South Carolina
Sep. 23 TBA UAB
Sep. 30 TBA @Auburn
Oct. 7 TBA Kentucky
Oct. 14 TBA @Vanderbilt
Oct. 28 3:30 pm Florida (Jacksonville, FL)
Nov. 4 TBA Missouri
Nov. 11 TBA Ole Miss
Nov. 18 TBA @Tennessee
Nov. 25 TBA @Georgia Tech
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